Rat genetics: attaching physiology and pharmacology to the genome.
During the past five years, the Rat Genome Project has been rapidly gaining momentum, especially since the announcement in August 2000 of plans to sequence the rat genome. Combined with the wealth of physiological and pharmacological data for the rat, the genome sequence should facilitate the discovery of mammalian genes that underlie the physiological pathways that are involved in disease. Most importantly, this combined physiological and genomic information should also lead to the development of better pre-clinical models of human disease, which will aid in the development of new therapeutics.